PHONES & OTHER HANDHELD DEVICE POLICY
During class time, digital devices (phones, iPods/MP3s, iTouches, iPads, etc.) are not permitted for non-academic/personal use, unless given express permission by faculty. “Class time” means not just “in” class, but during class time- so the rules apply whether you are in a classroom or not. In a classroom, the hall, the bathroom or the office, this includes activities like: 

- calling


- listening to music

- texting


- playing games
- checking messages
- watching videos

- checking time

- surfing websites
WHY?

They are an impulsive distraction for you and others, and help create unnecessary drama in and out of class. They are also a target for loss and theft. You have before and after school as well as lunch and once every hour during passing period. We understand that you feel an almost physical compulsion to use these devices, but using them is a privilege, not a human right.  In life outside and after high school, there are times/places where these devices are acceptable and not acceptable - and you do and will need to switch between them. It is the same here. Some schools have banned these devices entirely. We are not doing that, but things are changing.
SO?

Your device should be off and out of sight, somewhere safe or it will be confiscated. If you have advocated for permission in specific classes (use it as a planner, to take notes, listen to music, etc.) great, but abuse the privilege and the same applies. 

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?

Your device use will be tracked. You have 3 chances.

  What happens?

· If you use your device inappropriately, any faculty member can request it with simple “device policy”.       NO WARNING is necessary.
· When you turn it over, it will be taken to the office as soon as possible and locked in the office file cabinet. (No referral).
· If you refuse to hand it over, you get a referral and go to the office.
1st time / 1st chance – your device will be held in the office until the end of the day.

2nd time / 2nd chance- your device will be held in the office until the end of the day and your parent/guardian must pick it up. They will be notified by call/email. (They can call the office and get it released to you if unable to get to school.)

3rd time / 3rd chance- your device will be held in the office until the end of the day, your parent/guardian must pick it up, AND you will be required to check it in at the office every day for the rest of the quarter. 

4th time - your device will be held in the office until the end of the day, your parent/guardian must pick it up, AND you will be required to check it in at the office every day for the rest of the semester.
New semester – You start with a clean slate.
At any point, if you refuse to turn a device over, your parent/guardian will be called to pick you up.  When you return to school, you will be required to check it in at the office every day for the rest of the semester.
* Lend your device at your own risk – if a friend violates the policy with your device, you both lose.

